
The only thing that matters is that you are reading God's word regularly.  While that is still true with this schedule, the goal with 

this one is to get a better understanding of the entire story of the bible.  There is no substitute for reading God's word.  Keep 

reading!  My website is at http://graceofourlord.wordpress.com. I encourage you to get the actual reading plan I am currently 

following.  You can get it from the same place I do - at this link.  They have some great guidance for the reading plan there as 

well, and they have it all in both PDF and in Kindle format! 

 

April Week 3 (Week 16) Summary 

Judges 3, 4, 6, 7, and 13 - Click the chapter below to go to the ESV Bible passage 

for that chapter and read or listen. 
 

Judges 3 - The cycle that is repeated throughout the book of Judges is in full swing.  The cycle 

is: (1) The people do what is evil in the sight of God (verses 7, 12) (2) God allows them to be 

oppressed (verses 8, 12-14) (3) they cry out to God (verses 9, 15) (4) God sends a judge to 

deliver them (verses 9, 15)  and (5) There is a period of rest, before the apostasy begins the cycle 

http://graceofourlord.wordpress.com/
http://www.justchristians.com/study/gps/
http://www.esvbible.org/search/judges+3/


again. The Baal worship referred to in the scripture included a system of sacred prostitutes - 

"priestesses" of Baal.  In this chapter, the first judge was Othniel, who delivered Israel from 

Cushan-rishathaim, king of Mesopotamia.  The second was Ehud, a left-handed man, who hid his 

sword bound to his right thigh under his clothes (verse 16).  He tricked Eglon, the king of Moab 

into being alone with him and killed him (verses 20-23).  Then he led the people to defeat the 

Moabites.  This time, the period of rest lasts 80 years.  The third judge is Shamgar, mentioned 

briefly in verse 31. 

Judges 4 - Judges 4 is a riveting story of the wisdom and courage of two women who served 

God.  When the people next "did what was evil in the sight of the Lord," they came under the 

oppression of Jabin, the king of Hazor, whose army was commanded by Sisera.  Deborah was 

the next judge, and she gave Barak, the command to gather 10,000 men from Naphtali and 

Zebulun at Mount Tabor.  Barak's response seems a bit less than heroic in verse 8, so she goes 

with him.  But she lets him know that he will not get glory for the victory, but that the Lord will 

sell Sisera into the hand of a woman. The routed Sisera and his 900 iron chariots, but Sisera fled 

to the house of Heber the Kenite, who was at peace with Hazor.  Heber was a descendant of the 

father-in-law of Moses, and his wife was Jael.  After Sisera was asleep, she drove a tent peg 

through his temple into the ground.  Verses 23-24 tell how God made their victory over Jabin 

utterly complete. 

Judges 6 - Chapter 6 is the story of Gideon, the reluctant and rather timid judge.  This time, the 

Israelites are overpowered by the Midianites.  Verses 3-4 tell us that whenever they planted  

crops, the Midianites and Amalekites would come and "devour" the land, leaving no sustenance -  

not even livestock.   But this time when they cried out to the Lord, He sent a prophet to rebuke 

them for their apostasy (verses 7-10. The Lord commands him to take his fathers bulls and pull 

down the altar of Baal that his father has and the Asherah beside it.   the Asherah probably refers 

to sacred wooden poles erected to worship the goddess Asherah.  He was too afraid of his family 

and the others to do in the daytime, so he took 10 servants and destroyed it by night.When the 

men of the town found what he had done the next day, they wanted to kill him.  This is a chilling 

illustration of how low they have gone.  But Joash intervenes in verse 31 and tells them that they 

should let the "powerful " Baal contend for himself.   

Judges 7 -  As Gideon prepares for his first battle, he has 32,000 camped at the spring of Harod, 

while the Midianites are north by the hill of Moreh in the valley.  But God decides there are too 

many of them.  He wants the number reduced, so that the people know without a doubt that the 

victory does not come from their own might, but from the one true God. 22,000 leave at first in 

verse 3, but God has them "tested" by the manner that they drink from the spring to further 

reduce the force to 300 (verses 4-6). To again boost the confidence of the timid warrior, God 

sends him to the outskirts of their camp to overhear the relating one of the foes dream to a 

comrade, which foretells the victory (verses  3-14).  Though their number is "as the sand that is 

on the seashore," Gideon is convinced and separates the 300 into three groups on each side and 

they charge armed with 300 trumpets and glass jars with torches inside.  The sound of the 
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breaking glass, trumpets, and shouting  (verse 19-20) had the desired effect in verse 21, and the 

victory was complete in verses 24-25. 

Judges 13- Chapter 13 brings us to the most famous of the judges, Samson.  Unfortunately, his 

story is one of the most misunderstood by most people.  His power came from God, and it left 

him because of his lack of self-control and unfaithfulness to the Lord, as we will see in the next 

three chapters.  The angel of the Lord appeared first to Samson's childless mother, and told her 

that she would have a son. and would be a Nazirite. When asked his name, the angel of the Lord 

replied that it was too wonderful for man to comprehend (verse 18). Any man or woman could 

take a vow to become a Nazirite as told in Numbers 6.  It was a vow to set ones self apart for 

God, and it came with certain restrictions, including no razor to the hair, no fruit from a vine, and 

no contact with the dead (corpses).  After Samson was born, verses 24-25 relate that as the young 

man grew, the spirit of the Lord began to "stir him."  The Philistines were in control of the 

Israelites, and God would use Samson to stir the people as well.  Clearly, they needed it. 
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