
The only thing that matters is that you are reading God's word regularly.  While that is still true with this schedule, the goal with 

this one is to get a better understanding of the entire story of the bible.  There is no substitute for reading God's word.  Keep 

reading!  My website is at http://graceofourlord.wordpress.com. I encourage you to get the actual reading plan I am currently 

following.  You can get it from the same place I do - at this link.  They have some great guidance for the reading plan there as 

well, and they have it all in both PDF and in Kindle format! 

 

April Week 4 (Week 17) Summary 

Judges 14, 15, 16, Ruth 1-2, and Ruth 3-4 - Click the chapter below to go to the 

ESV Bible passage for that chapter and read or listen. 
 

Judges 14 – In verses 1-3, Samson decides he must have a Philistine woman he saw for his wife.  

This was expressly forbidden in Deuteronomy 7:1-3.  In verses 8-9. he violates his Nazirite vow 

(Numbers 26) by touching the lion's carcass.  As for his wedding feast, the Hebrew word in verse 

10 is "mishteh" which denotes a feast with much drinking.  If Samson participated, such would 
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be another violation of his vow. Samson right away begins to show disregard not just for his 

Nazirite vow, but for the will of God in general. Unfortunately, it will not get any better, as we 

will see in the next two chapters.  So why was he chosen even before birth in chapter 13?  Why 

was the spirit of the Lord with him so much of the time, such as when he tore the lion to pieces 

with his strength (verses 5-6)?  Verse 14 gives us the answer - God was going to use him against 

the Philistines in his own way. This time, the people were not crying out at their plight - at  least 

not yet.  They needed someone to stir things up - and to wake them up! 

 

Judges 15 – In verse 4, the Hebrew could denote foxes or jackals.  Either way, sending them into 

the Philistine's standing and stacked grain with torches tied to their tails was get double revenge 

(verses 1-3).  When the Philistines came after the "son-in-law of the Timnite," he allowed 

himself to be bound to be given over to the Philistines (verses 9-13) knowing he could get free.  

Not only are the people not ready to battle the Philistines for their freedom, but they are happy to 

give Samson to their foes in order to appease them. Samson once again has the spirit of the Lord 

rush over him, and gets free to reduce the number of Philistines by 1,000, using the jawbone of a 

donkey (verses 14-15).  Correctly giving God the credit for victory (verse 18), Samson then is 

disrespectful in nearly the same breath.  But God grants him his water.  He judges Israel during 

the Philistine rule for 20 years (verse 20).Judges  

Judges 16 – Samson’s blindness to coming betrayal, first by his wife and now by Delilah (verses 

6, 10, 13, 15) seems to be a foretaste of the Philistines' treatment of his eyes (verse 21).  He is, as 

usual, out of control from the start of the chapter. He visits a common prostitute in Gaza in verse 

one.  The Gazites, discover he is there and lay an ambush for him, but he just pulls the city gates 

out of the ground and carries them away.  The gates would be about two stories high with posts 

set deep in the ground that he pulled up with his brute strength. When he allowed his hair to be 

cut, it broke the last of his Nazirite vows, and the Lord was no longer with him.  But in verse 20, 

he did not expect that to ever happen.  He had always done as he pleased before., so his capture 

surprised him.  His prayer in verse 28 and God's will to stir the Israelites are what returned his 

strength long enough to bring the house down on himself and 3,000 of the Philistines.  

Ruth 1-2 – Because of a famine, Naomi and her husband, Elimelech, and their two sons went to 

the country of Moab. The sons took wives from the Moabite women. But all of the men died, and 

Naomi prepared to return to Judah, as she would have to depend on family now. She told her 

young daughters-in-law to stay there with their people and return to their parents, but Ruth 

vowed to remain with Naomi and to serve "her God" (verse 16). In verse 22 , they came to 

Bethlehem at the beginning of barley harvest, which would be about April - May. Ruth went to 

glean in the fields. Gleaning was a practice allowed to the poor and the sojourner as God had 

commanded. The corners of the field and any sheaves left throughout the middle on the first 

harvest were to be left for such people to feed themselves (Leviticus 19:9-10, Deuteronomy 

24:19). The fact that Ruth is a Moabite is mentioned several times, and that should emphasize 

that the Lord is working through His people. She finds favor with Boaz because he has been told 

of her great kindness and loyalty to his relative, Naomi. 
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Ruth 3-4 - Boaz knows that there is a closer relative who has the first right of redemption, so he 

tells her that he will work the matter out with that relative.  If that closer relative to does not step 

up, Boaz promises to do so.  The land of Naomi's husband Elimelech must be bought by a 

kinsman and Ruth will be part of the bargain (an overview of the process can be found in 

Deuteronomy 25:7-8). Boaz meets with the relative at the city gate (equivalent to our town hall) 

with the elders and proposes the situation to the other relative, but taking Ruth could muddy the 

waters of inheritance for the children he already has.  So under witness of the elders, Boaz claims 

the right that this relative passes to him (chapter 4:7-11). So Boaz marries Ruth and they have a 

son named Obed who will be the grandfather of David (4:22).  Ruth is the third foreign woman 

in this line of Jesus Christ's ancestry (Matthew 1:1-6).  The other two are Rahab and Tamar. 
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