
The only thing that matters is that you are reading God's word regularly.  While that is still true with this schedule, the goal with 

this one is to get a better understanding of the entire story of the bible.  There is no substitute for reading God's word.  Keep 

reading!  My website is at http://graceofourlord.wordpress.com. I encourage you to get the actual reading plan I am currently 

following.  You can get it from the same place I do - at this link.  They have some great guidance for the reading plan there as 

well, and they have it all in both PDF and in Kindle format! 

 

January 2013 Week 2 (Week 2) Summary 

Proverbs 5, 6, 7, 8, and 9 - Click the chapter below to go to the ESV Bible 

passage for that chapter and read or listen. 
 

Proverbs 5 - After the opening verses, again admonishing the reader to both hear and to 

understand, the chapter immediately begins its warning against sexual promiscuity.  Most people 

rightly see the particular application to young people.  But the message to parents is somewhat 

more subtle if one does not focus on it.  Take verse 23 in particular: "He dies for lack of 

discipline."   Nothing should be more sobering to parents than this warning about how much is at 

stake.   

Our young people today more than ever grow up in a world that is rich in media that glorifies 

sexual immorality, with role models and adults in positions of authority that do little to contradict 

(and most often, reinforce) this outlook.  It is the job of the parent to educate the souls of the 

little ones entrusted to them concerning the intention God has for right use of the sexual 

http://graceofourlord.wordpress.com/
http://www.justchristians.com/study/gps/
http://www.esvbible.org/Proverbs+5/


relationship - between a husband and wife.   Verses 15-20 ("Drink water from your own 

cistern..." and "...let them be for yourself alone..."") remind of Jesus in Matthew 19:4-5, quoting 

Genesis 2:24: "the two shall become one flesh." 

Proverbs 6 - The first five verses of this chapter deal with the issue of putting up security for 

someone else.  This would be today's equivalent of co-signing a note for someone.  Certainly, 

many of us have done this sort of thing for one of our children; and the verses are not saying that 

putting up security like that even for someone other than our children is sinful - or even morally 

wrong.  But it is certainly unwise, and so much so, that the reader is urged to get out of it at once. 

In verse 2, being "snared in the words of your mouth" are the same as putting one's signature on 

a promissory note. 

Getting out of such an obligation these days is not so simple, but the point is - a wise person 

would not obligate himself in such a manner.  Doing so places one - and maybe also one's own 

family - in peril of great loss, at the mercy of someone who ultimately may have nothing to lose 

(the actual debtor).  And if that becomes a reality, we have only helped them bring damnation 

upon themselves by not doing the right thing!  If we want to, and can afford to help someone out, 

give them a generous gift instead.  Such is wiser, and certainly approved of by the Lord. 

Verses 6-11 warn us that laziness and being unprepared can result in great poverty, while verses 

12-15 admonish that evil behavior such as knowingly cheating others will "catch up" with such a 

person, and often in a horrific way (certainly to be the case after life's end).  Verses 16-19 list 

seven things that God finds truly despicable.  Read through these, and notice that every one of 

them is a deed that is bound to bring harm to others.  God cares deeply about how we treat each 

other.  That fact resonates in book after book, and chapter after chapter of His word; and Jesus 

makes that clear in Matthew 7:12 and Mark 12:30-31. Verses 20-35 are more warnings against 

sexual immorality in general, and adultery in particular. 

Proverbs 7 - The chapter again opens with the plea to listen to wise instruction; and there are 

continued references to "Lady Wisdom" and "Lady Folly."  Verse  4 advises the reader to keep 

wisdom as a sister, and insight as a friend.  His intimacy with discernment and understanding 

will keep the young person (and the older person) from adulterous behavior if their heart is in the 

right place.  The folly of succumbing to seduction here is applicable to male and female, young 

and old, the lonely,or the simply innocent or gullible.  The smooth talk, and the seductive looks 

and dress are equally tempting to all categories of people.  Notice the disconnect between the 

woman's declaration of having performed her service to God, and the way she is living her 

life.  This is the same sort of contradiction spoken of in Isaiah 1:10-20, and  shows how people 

may represent themselves (and even believe) as though they are trying to be honest and upright, 

when in fact their behavior says otherwise. 

The message in the end is that someone promoting the desire for lust may say or do anything to 

trap their prey - to pull the victim into their desires with their words.  The woman in these verses 

does not really care about this young man, nor did she seek him out in particular, as she 

suggests.  Any other young man may have been the target of her desires.  How often have young 

women (and men) been fooled by the flattering expectations that she engenders in this young 

man?  But the scripture reminds us of the path to destruction, down which the victim of these 
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advances is being led.  Adultery takes from them that which was never intended for the adulterer, 

but for their spouse, when the time comes. 

Proverbs 8 - Solomon begins by personifying Lady Wisdom further, summoning the reader to 

hear her call.  This is the ultimate of these chapters illuminating the two paths of wisdom and 

folly, or foolishness. The fact that the "fear of the Lord" is the beginning of all knowledge is 

again made infinitely plain in this chapter.  "She" begins by further developing the inclusion of 

righteousness as an integral part of wisdom (verses 6-9), the reasons for seeking it so earnestly 

(verses 10-11), and the benefits it provides mankind (verses 15-19).   

She calls upon all the "children of man" (verse 4) - the simple, the fool, the learned - all who 

seek wisdom diligently will find it (verse 17).  But again, we are reminded of the difference 

between mere knowledge and true wisdom - the insight that comes to those who seek it without 

wickedness, who have prudence, who are just and seek justice, and those who abhor evil and are 

not full of pride, arrogance, and who avoid perverse speech.  True wisdom does not dwell in 

those who do not walk in the path that the Lord has made for us, no matter how "intelligent" that 

person may be.  Verses 8-9 make clear that only those who truly understand these facts will 

attain that wisdom, and that is so because those facts are clear for them to understand.  The 

unrighteous cannot have that understanding, and so they are denied true wisdom. 

Verses 22 and following detail how wisdom "was" before God created the earth and all things 

universal, and how he delighted in his creation.  He created all things physical, all things 

invisible, and even the abstract.  There would not even be any concept of things such as beauty, 

love, truth, right, wrong, or even the concept of such things as a name or a number, but for the 

power of the Lord.  And Jesus, the Son, was there and is Himself that wisdom (1 Corinthians 

1:22-24, 1 Cor 1:30, 1 Corinthians 8:6, Colossians 1:15-18). 

Proverbs 9 - Together with Proverbs 1:7, verse 10 serves as a parenthetical summary of these 

first nine chapters, as this section of Proverbs ends and ushers in the actual Proverbs of the 

remaining chapters.  But here, the "fear of the Lord," it expounds, is the beginning of wisdom - 

these chapters have taught the difference between knowledge and wisdom.  And the second part 

of the verse explains it succinctly - "the knowledge of the Holy One is insight."  Here, Lady 

Wisdom and Lady Folly are each calling out to mankind (even the simple) to come to a banquet 

they have prepared, the former of which offers a path to insight (verse 6). 

Verse 7 states that one who corrects a scoffer will get abuse, and the scoffer will hate those that 

reprove him.  This is because of the condition of the heart.  Such people who are hostile to God 

cannot receive the truth unless they change their heart, and only God can help with that (Romans 

8:7-8).   Conversely, reprove a wise man and he will love you; and he will be wiser if you 

instruct him (verses 8-9).  A righteous man will increase in learning, with instruction.  Perhaps 

the greatest wisdom of this chapter is in verse 12 "If you are wise, you are wise for yourself; if 

you scoff, you alone will bear it" (Job 22:2).  Those who reject the Lord do so at their own peril. 

Verses 13-18 contain the final description of the call of Lady Folly.  She is loud, seductive, and 

knows nothing.  She implores the same simple ones to come, with the lie that “Stolen water is 
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sweet, and bread eaten in secret is pleasant.”  But her guests have been led down the path of 

destruction with the dead. 

 

 


