
The only thing that matters is that you are reading God's word regularly.  While that is still true with this schedule, the goal with 

this one is to get a better understanding of the entire story of the bible.  There is no substitute for reading God's word.  Keep 

reading!  My website is at http://graceofourlord.wordpress.com. I encourage you to get the actual reading plan I am currently 

following.  You can get it from the same place I do - at this link.  They have some great guidance for the reading plan there as 

well, and they have it all in both PDF and in Kindle format! 

 

July Week 3 (Week 29) Summary 

Ezra 1, 3, 6, Nehemiah 1, and Nehemiah 2- Click the chapter below to go to the 

ESV Bible passage for that chapter and read or listen. 
 

Ezra 1 – Ezra begins in 539 BC with the proclamation of Cyrus.  This was prophesied hundreds 

of years before he was even born - in Isaiah 44:28-45:1.  Verse 1 says that "the Lord stirred up 

the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia," affirming that the proclamation was the Lord's doing.  The 

reference to the words of Jeremiah is about Jeremiah 25:11-14 and 32:36-38, wherein the 

prophet predicts the exile to Babylon as well as their return.  The leaders of the tribes of 

Benjamin and Judah, along with the priests and Levites, gather money and material for the 

temple - as Cyrus decreed it to be rebuilt.  Cyrus also brings the treasures that were taken from 

the temple in 586 b.c. for them to take back to Jerusalem (verses 7-11). 
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Side note: The Cyrus Cylinder was discovered in 1879 by Hormuzd Rassam.  Cyrus conquered 

the Babylonians and captured Nabonidus, the last Babylonian king.  He details the restoration of 

exiles and the return of temple "gods" to their sanctuaries.  There is a great story about this 

cylinder in this article from BibleArchaeology.org. 

 

Ezra 3 – In verse 1, by Israel’s calendar, the seventh month was Tishri (about September).  It was 

the month of the Day of Atonement (Leviticus 23:26–32), and then came the Feast of Booths 

(Leviticus 23:33–43), celebrating the exodus.  It was important to build the altar first, as it was 

the first thing done when the people first entered the land after the exodus (Deuteronomy 27:1-

8); and it was built at the site of the old altar (verse 3), and began sacrificing at once.  In verse 7, 

they gave money to the masons and carpenters, and to the Sidonians and the Tyrians for the 

cedars of Lebanon to be brought. 

The Temple project began in the  second year (about 537 BC). The second month, in verse 8, 

was Ziv (1 Kings 6:1) is in the spring.  It was the same time of year that Solomon began 

construction of the original temple (2 Chronicles 3:2).  In verses 10-11, the people shouted with 

joy at the laying of the foundation.  But in verses 12-13, some of the very old remembered the 

first temple, and they did not believe that the new one would be as awesome and beautiful as the 

first (see Haggai 2:2-9).  So the sounds of weeping and joy could not be distinguished from each 

other. 

Ezra 6 – Chapters 4 and 5 refer to both the building of the Temple and the construction of the 

wall; and discuss the opposition that the Jews ran into - despite Cyrus's decree.  The reign of 

Cyrus ended upon his death in 530 BC, and the construction of the Temple was halted due to that 

opposition for more than 15 years.  In chapter 6, by the time that Darius became king, the record 

of the decree of Cyrus was in question as to whether it had actually taken place.  So Darius made 

a decree that it would be searched for.  Verses 3-12 detail the additional orders that Darius 

decreed concerning the construction, once the record of the decree of Cyrus was found.   

Verses 13-22 mark the completion of the Temple (as verse 15 notes that it was in the sixth year 

of the reign of Darius, that would be about 515 BC).  Then the text describes its dedication and 

the celebration of Passover.   Verse 14 emphasizes that completion of the Temple was really 

influenced by the will of God, speaking through His prophets Haggai (Haggai 1:1-11) and 

Zechariah (Zechariah 1:1-17).  

 

Nehemiah 1 – Nehemiah opens 13 years after Ezra arrived in Jerusalem (compare verse 1 to Ezra 

7:7).  Ezra came about 57 years after the Temple was built, which was about 515 BC.  The 

twentieth year in this verse refers to that of the reign of Artaxerxes, which is about 445 BC.  At 

least one attempt at rebuilding the wall had been started  (note Ezra 4:12), but it had never been 

finished.  Some have surmised that the distress of Nehemiah at the news about the condition of 

the wall could be because he thought that because so many captives had already returned to 
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Jerusalem so long ago, it should have already been rebuilt.  Whatever the case, he is living 

hundreds of miles away in another land in the Persian fortress, Susa. 

Nehemiah was cupbearer to the Persian king - a position of some prominence, and would afford 

great access to the king - as well as scrutiny.  His prayer to God in verses 5-11 is one of the great 

ones of the Old Testament.  It includes praise to God, heartfelt and genuine confession and 

remorse without excuses, and a plea of petition to the Lord.  In his plea, Nehemiah humbly asks 

the Lord to forgive them and restore them after having been scattered for their sins, as the Lord 

had promised in scriptures that include Deuteronomy 4:25-30 and Deuteronomy 30:1-6. 

Nehemiah 2 – There is some confusion and speculation about the time factor in chapter two 

because of verse one's mention of the month of Nisan, which corresponds to March/April, the 

first month, whereas Nehemiah 1:1 relates to the month of Chislev, the ninth month 

(November/December).  The best explanation seems to be that in those times in the near east, 

one of the most common ways of reckoning time was in regnal years.  But there is much 

argument about when those counted times began - whether at the start of a calendar year, the 

exact time of a king's ascension, or other criteria.  Only two things are important for the reader to 

know -  1) that it was some time after Nehemiah's prayer that his conversation with the king in 

verses 2-8 took place, and he was permitted to go to Judah to rebuild the wall, and 2) that it was 

the work of the Lord in answer to his prayer (verse 8).   

Armed with letters to show the governors - who probably were instrumental in persuading 

Artaxerxes to halt building on the wall previously (Ezra 4:7-12), and permission to obtain timber 

and supplies (verse 8), he arrives some time later.  When he did, his possession of the authority 

of the king could not be in question, as he was escorted by officers of the king and horsemen 

(verse 9).  He inspected the wall, telling no one of his intentions while doing so, as verse 10 

already hints at opposition.   When Nehemiah did make the work known to the priests, nobles, 

and officials, he made it clear not only that he had the king's blessing, but also spoke "of the hand 

of my God that had been upon me for good."  In verse 20, addressing the opposition (as for 

Tobiah, the Ammonites were Israel's very long-term enemies), he distinguished between God's 

people and those in opposition. 
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