
The only thing that matters is that you are reading God's word regularly.  While that is still true with this schedule, the goal with 

this one is to get a better understanding of the entire story of the bible.  There is no substitute for reading God's word.  Keep 

reading!  My website is at http://graceofourlord.wordpress.com. I encourage you to get the actual reading plan I am currently 

following.  You can get it from the same place I do - at this link.  They have some great guidance for the reading plan there as 

well, and they have it all in both PDF and in Kindle format! 

 

June Week 3 (Week 25) Summary 

2 Kings 4, 5, 9, 10, and 17- Click the chapter below to go to the ESV Bible 

passage for that chapter and read or listen. 
 

2 Kings 4 – The creditors are about to take the children of a widow of a prophet as slaves for 

debt she cannot pay.  Elisha becomes her redeemer, as she has no kin to do so for her.  In verses 

2-7, the oil God provides in abundance from the little that she has is enough to pay her debts and 

provide for her and her sons. The kindness of the Shunnamite woman in providing food and 

generous shelter for Elisha whenever he came her way (verses 8-10) prompts him to desire to do 
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something for her.  She was wealthy, and needed no help in the same regard as the 

widow.  When Elisha's servant, Gehazi, tells him that the woman has no son and that her 

husband is old, he tells the disbelieving woman that she will embrace a son the next year; and it 

was so.  Some years passed, as the child had grown, was struck ill, then died (verse 18-20).  So 

the woman went to Mount Carmel to appeal to Elisha, "the man of God" she had 

befriended.  Elisha sends Gehazi with his staff, and instructions to raise the boy; but the woman 

stayed with him, sure that no less than Elisha's own intervention would do.  That did turn out to 

be the case; and Elisha's healing of the boy reminds us of the similar deed of Elijah for the 

widow in 1 Kings 17:17-22.  Then in verses 38-44, Elisha purifies a pot of stew that the famine-

stricken prophets had perceived to have been poisoned by the wild gourds one of them had 

added; and then provides in abundance for a hundred more men, using meager resources (this 

latter, on a smaller scale, being similar to Jesus feeding the multitude in Matthew 14:13-21). This 

chapter is intended to once again demonstrate God's awesome power; and that His will is going 

to be done. 

 

 

2 Kings 5 - Naaman was a leper. In these times, leprosy was a general term for a number of skin diseases 

- not necessarily the same as the leprosy that we refer to today, but no less incurable than that sort of 

leprosy once was. When he learned of Elisha's healing ability, being the commander of the Syrian army, 

his king sent him to the king of Israel with a gift of riches so that he would be cured. The king of Israel 

was deeply distressed (verse 7), as he knew he could not cure him; and was sure that the Syrian king was 

looking for a quarrel. But Elisha heard, and told him to send Naaman to him. Naaman arrived at Elisha's 

house, expecting to meet him personally, and have him perform some ritual to cure him. Instead, Elisha 

sends word for Naaman to wash himself in the Jordan river seven times, and he would be cured. 

Naaman went away angry - both at the impersonal instructions, as well as the fact that the Jordan was a 

dirty river, compared to others that he could wash in. But his servants convinced him that doing as 

Elisha had said was the right thing to do; and he was indeed cured. 

 

Grateful and certain that the God of Israel was the true God, Naaman returned to offer a gift to Elisha, 

but he would not take it. So in verse 17, he asks for two mule-loads of earth to take home from Israel 

(probably for construction of a mud-brick altar - see Exodus 20:24) because he will no longer offer any 

sacrifices to any god but the Lord. He asks for the Lords pardon, as he will still be required to enter the 

house of Rimmon, the Syrian god of storms, with his master, appearing to be in service. Elisha tells him 

to go in peace. Gehazi, Elisha's servant, lets greed overtake him; and runs after Naaman, telling him a lie 

to make it seem that Elisha had changed his mind about accepting some payment. Had he forgotten that 

Elisha was a prophet? When he returned, Elisha obviously knew what he had done, and sent him away 

with a worse case of leprosy than had afflicted Naaman. The Lord had provided the circumstances for 

Naaman's conversion, and Gehazi's evil deeds threatened to taint Elisha's fulfillment of that effort.  

The chapter also serves to remind us that although we sometimes might not understand why God 

requires something of us, it is no less important for us to do it than it is to do the things for which we do 

understand the purpose. 
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2 Kings 9 - God has ordained that Elisha will anoint Jehu (son of Jehoshaphat, son of Nimshi) as king over 

Israel.  The servant of the prophet, at Elisha's instructions, anointed him in secret chambers (reminiscent 

of Samuel's anointing of Saul in 1 Samuel 9:27-10:1).   As he anointed him, the servant gave him the 

instructions of the Lord as given to Elisha (verses 6-10).  He is to carry out the prophecy of 1 Kings 21:21-

4 that Elijah had spoken to Ahab, declaring the death and destruction of Ahab's house, that Jezebel 

would be eaten by dogs (we learn later that this is for killing the Lord's prophets), and that Ahab's blood 

would be shed in the very same place where he and Jezebel had caused Naboth to be stoned to death 

for his vineyard (1 Kings 21:19).  Because of Ahab's repentance in 1 Kings 21:25-29, the Lord relents on 

Ahab himself, and has Elijah wait for his son to come to power.  Jehu wastes no time in assuming power 

(verses 12-13), and heads to Jezreel to deal with Ahab's son, Joram and his mother Jezebel.   The tension 

of the story mounts while Jehu furiously approaches, as one by one, messengers sent to inquire of 

Jehu's intentions fail to return - instead turning to ride with Jehu!    Ahaziah, the king of Judah, had come 

to visit Joram, so at first reading, one might think that it was just his bad luck to be there.  But another 

account of this event with more details is in 2 Chronicles 22 (especially 2 Chronicles 22:7-9), making it 

clear that Ahaziah's death was ordained by God. 

 

After Jehu, kills Joram, he has his body taken to be thrown on the ground of Naboth's vineyard.  He then 

pursues Ahaziah and has him shot near Ibleam; and Ahaziah makes it to Megiddo before dying.   Back in 

Jezreel, he had Jezebel tossed out the window; and when he sat down to eat, he gave instructions to 

have her buried.  But when they went to get her, there was not much left of her body (verses 35-37), 

just as God had said.  This chapter shows us once again that when God's will is made known, you can 

count on it coming to pass - in His time. 

 

2 Kings 10 - Ahab had seventy sons in Samaria.  So Jehu sent letters to the rulers of the city to prepare to 

fight him.  But after he had killed the two kings, they were afraid and so he told them to send him the 

heads of Ahab's sons.  After this was done, he struck down all that remained in the house of Ahab at 

Jezreel (verse 11).  On the way to Samaria, he did the same with all the relatives of Ahaziah; and after 

reaching Samaria, he dealt with the remainder of the house of Ahab.  So now it was fulfilled as Lord had 

spoken to Elijah (verse 17).  Verses 18-26 detail brilliant planning and execution (literally) on Jehu's part 

to exterminate the prophets of Baal in the land.  But although verse 28 says that he wiped out Baal from 

Israel, but verse 29 says that he left the golden calves in Bethel and Dan and "did not turn aside from the 

sins of Jeroboam." And as Assyria grows stronger, the Lord had already begun (verse 32) to "cut of parts 

of Israel."  After the demonstration in the last few chapters of the Lord's power and His will always 

coming to pass, it is no surprise to see Hazael of Syria beginning to defeat them throughout Israel 

territory, as prophesied in 1 Kings 19:15-18. verse 38 tells us that Jehu reigned 28 years before his 

death, and then Jehoahaz, his son, reigned in his place. 
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2 Kings 17 - In 1 Kings 15:29-30, the Bible tells us that Pekah was king over Israel when Hoshea 

killed him, and took his place.  This was during the reign of the Assyrian king, Tiglath-pileser 

III, who captured much of Israel's northern and eastern territory.  The Assyrian king's son, 

Shalmaneser, succeeded him; and Hoshea became his vassal, paying him tribute.  But he reneged 

on this tribute and sought help from the king of Egypt; and Shalmaneser had Hoshea thrown in 

prison - and besieged and captured Samaria (verses 4-6) around 722 BC.  Verses 7-23 summarize 

in detail the many reasons why God brought this downfall upon them.  After God had delivered 

them from Egyptian bondage, he had brought them to the promised land to expel the wicked 

Canaanites that occupied it.  Now, the Israelites were just as bad, practicing idolatry of all kinds, 

and even performing the same types of child sacrifice (verse 17, 31) as the Canaanites had! 

So after refusing to heed the warnings of one prophet after another, God's judgment fell on them, 

and the northern kingdom of Israel was no more.  The people were taken captive into Assyria, 

and in verse 24, the king brought people in from Babylon and other places to take their 

place.  The intermarriage with these people would result in the Samaritan people, which we will 

see that the Jews in the New Testament scripture will despise (Jesus shocked both sides of this 

equation by venturing into Samaria, and even having fellowship with them - for such was simply 

not done - see John 4:1-9).  But God did not make life easy for these interlopers either (verse 25); 

and the Assyrian king had a Jewish priest brought in to teach them the law of "the god of the 

land" (verse 27).  So the worship to God himself was still further perverted and polluted by the 

pagan idol worship, as verse 41 summarizes. 
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