
The only thing that matters is that you are reading God's word regularly.  While that is still true with this schedule, the goal with 

this one is to get a better understanding of the entire story of the bible.  There is no substitute for reading God's word.  Keep 

reading!  My website is at http://graceofourlord.wordpress.com. I encourage you to get the actual reading plan I am currently 

following.  You can get it from the same place I do - at this link.  They have some great guidance for the reading plan there as 

well, and they have it all in both PDF and in Kindle format! 

 

June Week 4 (Week 26) Summary 

2 Kings 18, 19, 20, 21, and 22- Click the chapter below to go to the ESV Bible 

passage for that chapter and read or listen. 
 

2 Kings 18 – Hezekiah removed the high places, tore down the pillars, and even destroyed the Bronze 

serpent that Moses had made in the wilderness (Numbers 21:4-9).  It had become an object of worship - 

an idol, probably because of the association of serpents with the "goddess" Asherah.  Verses 6-7 tells us 

that Hezekiah "held fast to the Lord" and that the Lord was with him.  He rebelled against the Assyrian 

King, and would not serve him.  Verse 8 declares his many victories in battle over the Philistines.  But 
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verse 13 tells us that in the fourteenth year of his reign, Sennacherib took the fortified cities of Judah.  

Hezekiah's initial response was to bargain with the Assyrian king (verses 14-15), which at first seems 

effective.  But Sennacherib tires of his further rebellion; and sends his Rabshakeh, or (chief cupbearer) 

to deliver his message.  Eliakim tries to get him to speak to them in Aramaic, so that the people will not 

understand.  But that is exactly what the Assyrian wants - they want the people to hear and be dismayed  

and frightened for their plight, in order to quash rebellion. In verses 31-35, the cup-bearer, speaking for 

Sennacherib, tells them not to listen to Hezekiah, and even tells them that their God has sent the 

Assyrians Himself.  Then he makes the mistake of comparing the Lord to the impotent "gods" of other 

lands, saying that he will not deliver Jerusalem out of Sennacherib's hand. 

 

2 Kings 19 - Hezekiah sends Eliakim and Shebna to the prophet Isaiah, and he says to tell Hezekiah that 

the Lord will cause Sennacherib to hear a rumor and return to his own land.  He further says that the 

Lord will make him fall by the sword there (verse 7).    Sennacherib again sends messengers to Hezekiah 

- this time more blatantly mocking and blaspheming the Lord.  Hezekiah's prayer in verses 14-19 are an 

appeal to God not to let this blasphemer defeat them. Isaiah's next response in verse 20-34 in great 

detail predict the wrath of the Lord toward the prideful Sennacherib, declaring that he will neither come 

into the city, nor shoot a single arrow there.  Sennacherib and his army had been used as the "rod" of 

God for exacting His punishment on the people of Israel for their apostasy.  But the Assyrian king had 

compared himself to a god because of his vanity.  Verse 35 tells us that the angel of the Lord struck 

down 185,000 of the Assyrians in one night; and Sennacherib did in fact return to his land - where two of 

his sons, Adrammelech and Sharezer, killed him with a sword.  His other son, Esarhaddon then took the 

throne. Assyrian records of Esarhaddon, who reigned from 680-669 BC, state that he had to fight his 

brothers for the throne after the murder of Sannacherib - after which they fled to another country. 

2 Kings 20 - As is sometimes the case with the scriptures, part of chapter 20 occurs chronologically 

before chapter 19.  This chapter starts in verses 1-19 at about 713 BC - about twelve years before 

Sennacherib's invasion 15 years before Hezekiah's death (verse 6).  Hezekiah had become sick, and 

Isaiah has told him to set his house in order, as he was about to die.  Hezekiah's tearful prayer in verses 

2-3 is heard by the Lord, and He sends Isaiah back to let him know that he has been given 15 more years, 

and will be healed.   It is here also, that He promises to deliver Hezekiah and and the city out of the 

hands of the Assyrians.  2 kings 18:2 tells us that Hezekiah was 25 when he took the throne, and that he 

reigned 29 years - so we can deduce that he was only 39 at this time.  His beautiful, grateful psalm to the 

Lord is recorded in Isaiah 38. The king of babylon, Merodach-baladan, heard of Hezekiah's sickness, and 

sent envoys with gifts (verse 12).  Verse 13 records Hezekiah's pride at work, as he shows those envoys 

all the wealth in his house.  It is then that Isaiah informs him that Babylon will carry all of it away, and his 

sons will become eunuchs in their palace.  Hezekiah's complacency at that news is both baffling and 

troubling, but a man who had just been miraculously healed would probably have a unique view about 

the will of God. Verse 20 refers to the tunnel that Hezekiah had cut, diverting water from the Gihon 

Spring to the Pool of Siloam, which laid within the city walls.  An inscription wascut into the conduit wall 

and is known as the Siloam Tunnel Inscription, commemorating that construction. 
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2 Kings 21 - Hezekiah's son, Manasseh, begins his 55 year reign at the age of twelve (verse 1).  He has 

the dubious distinction of being known as the worst king Judah ever had.   He rebuilt the high places 

that his father, Hezekiah, had torn down.  He built altars for Baal, set a carved image of Asherah in the 

house of the Lord, and even sacrificed one of his own sons (verse 6).  Verses 9 and 11 say that Manasseh 

did more evil than the Amorites and all of the people God had brought Israel to the promised land to 

remove.  Manasseh's despicable reign ends at his death in verse 18; and his son Amon walks right in his 

footsteps (verse 21) until his death in verse 26. The disaster and captivity that had befallen Israel has 

been hinted at for the last few chapters is now declared a certainty by God in verses 10-14 (note 

especially verse 13). 

 

2 Kings 22 - Josiah began his reign as king at the age of 8, after his father Amon died.  He was a great 

king, and "walked in all the way of David his father."  As he had the temple repaired, the "Book of the 

law" was found (that term is used in the Pentateuch to mean the Book of Deuteronomy).  Having been 

raised in a time when the king himself and the people of the land were at the depths of apostasy, Josiah 

may have not heard the commandments of the Lord; and the reference to them finding it could well 

mean that Manasseh had hidden it.  When it was read to him, he tore his clothes in grief. Although 

Jeremiah and Zephaniah both prophesied during the time of Josiah's reign (Jeremiah 1:1-2, 

Zephaniah:1), Josiah sent his people to a fairly unknown (to us, at least) prophetess named Huldah.  She 

confirmed the prophecy of disaster for Jerusalem that we read in 2 Kings 21:11-12.  But verses 18-20, 

the Lord declares He will spare Josiah from seeing that disaster. 

 

http://www.esvbible.org/search/2+kings+21/
http://www.esvbible.org/search/2+kings+22/

