
The only thing that matters is that you are reading God's word regularly.  While that is still true with this schedule, the goal with 

this one is to get a better understanding of the entire story of the bible.  There is no substitute for reading God's word.  Keep 

reading!  My website is at http://graceofourlord.wordpress.com. I encourage you to get the actual reading plan I am currently 

following.  You can get it from the same place I do - at this link.  They have some great guidance for the reading plan there as 

well, and they have it all in both PDF and in Kindle format! 

 

March Week 2 (Week 11) Summary 

Exodus 32, 33, 40, Numbers 13, and 14 - Click the chapter below to go to the 

ESV Bible passage for that chapter and read or listen. 
 

EXO 32 – The people who in Exodus 20:18-19 were so fearful and in awe of the Lord; and that 

in Exodus 20:23 were explicitly warned not to make idols made this golden calf!.  Coincidence 

that the disaster of Jeroboam I making the two idols was done with him using almost the exact 

words of verse 4, when he said in 1 Kings 12:28 "Behold your gods, O Israel, who brought you 

up out of the land of Egypt"?  The golden calf was probably the Egyptian bull "deity" Apis.  

Sadly, Aaron's confession to Moses about what they had done is so lame in verses 22-24 - He 

just threw their gold into the fire, and out comes this calf!  Does any of that remind you of Adam 
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in Genesis 3:12, as it does me? But the Lord is rightfully hot with anger at this "stiff-necked 

people" and He wants nothing more to do with them.  Stephen refers to those who had rejected 

Jesus in the same way in Acts 7:51, before he is stoned. 

EXO 33 - The Lord tells Moses to take the people and leave Mount Sinai for Canaan; and again 

tells him that He will send an angel, but He will not go with them.  The people feel the loss in 

this proclamation (verse 4), and Moses intercedes.  He brings Abraham's bargaining intercession 

to mind (from Genesis 18:22-33), as he pleads for the people in verses 12-16.  The Lord agrees 

in verse 17 because Moses has "found favor in my sight, and I know you by name.”  Despite His 

very real and righteous anger, the Lord seems to be training Moses as the leader that He wants 

him to be.  His request in verse 18 should be understood as desire for an outward sign of his 

favor with the Lord as His chosen leader of the people. 

EXO 40 - Chapter 40 is extremely momentous in the story of God's people and our salvation.  

After the golden calf disaster, the covenant with the Lord has been renewed, the instructions for 

the construction of the Tabernacle were given; and in verses 16-19, it was erected as the Lord 

commanded a year after they came to Sinai (verse 17 - "the first month in the second year, on the 

first day of the month").  The previous chapters were rich with the description of the tabernacle 

in every particle, showing us that God does indeed care about the details of his commands.  Here 

too, in verses 18-33 much detail is given; and the important preparations for Aaron and his sons 

to assume the role of priests for generations to come is given.  This is described further in 

Leviticus 8:1-13. The Glory of the Lord in verses 34-38 is an important sign that the Lord is now 

dwelling among His people after He approves of the Tabernacle.  It is a presence that the people 

will cherish as their relationship with Him has been restored, and this momentous occasion will 

be repeated with much celebration after Solomon builds the Temple in 1 Kings 8:10-11. 

NUM 13 - We take the story of God’s word up now almost half way into the Book of Numbers.  

The people of Israel left Sinai in chapter 10 and the Lord makes the command for one leader 

from each of the tribes of their fathers to be sent into the land of Canaan to spy.  Notice the 

reminder in verse 2 that this is the Land that He is giving to the people of Israel.  But except for 

Joshua and Caleb, the spies forget the promise.  After 40 days travel through the Negeb (or 

Negev), Hebron. Ahiman, Sheshai, and Talmai, they bring back a report that the land is indeed 

good.  But their description of the way the land is defended, and indeed the people themselves 

(verses 32-33) is calculated to persuade the people that taking the land would be impossible. 

NUM 14 - Once again, the people who have seen the power and the Glory of the Lord with their 

own eyes forget His promise and this time, believing the report of the spies and (as Joshua and 

Caleb aptly put it in verse 9) rebelling against the Lord will cost them dearly.  God is once again 

fed up with their disobedience; and in verse 12, He tells Moses (as He did in Exodus 32:10) that 

He will destroy them and start over with Moses. But Moses again intercedes and passionately 

pleads with the Lord in verses 13-19.  So just as Pharaoh decided the fate of his own in Exodus 

11:5, siding with the spies and disobeying God would mean that these people decided their own 
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fate.  Instead of their little ones becoming a prey as they said in verse 3, those little ones will be 

the ones to enter Canaan - only after these people all die in the wilderness.  But except for Caleb 

and Joshua, the spies would all meet their doom more quickly (verse 38). Having received this 

news, the people have a change of heart and despite Moses' warning that God would no longer 

be with them, they make an attempt to enter Canaan anyway - and are soundly defeated (verses 

40-45).  The time for obeying God is always now. 


