
The only thing that matters is that you are reading God's word regularly.  While that is still true with this schedule, the goal with 

this one is to get a better understanding of the entire story of the bible.  There is no substitute for reading God's word.  Keep 

reading!  My website is at http://graceofourlord.wordpress.com. I encourage you to get the actual reading plan I am currently 

following.  You can get it from the same place I do - at this link.  They have some great guidance for the reading plan there as 

well, and they have it all in both PDF and in Kindle format! 
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May Week 2 (Week 20) Summary 

1 Samuel 15, 16, 17, 19, and 28 - Click the chapter below to go to the ESV Bible 

passage for that chapter and read or listen. 
 

1 Sam 15 –This chapter shows us the character flaws of Saul.  He was the military leader the people had 

wanted, but it was all about Saul - and never about the Lord; and though victorious, his leadership was 

often a great model for what a leader should not do.  After God had led the people out of Egypt, Amelek 

attacked them the first time without provocation (Exodus 17:8); and when they were defeated, God told 

Moses in Exodus 17:14 "...that I will utterly blot out the memory of Amalek..."  So Samuel gives Saul 

God's instructions in verses 2-3 of this chapter not to spare even the oxen and other livestock.  He is 

victorious, but he spares the Amelekite king Agag and the best of the livestock and brings them back.  

Worse, he finds out along the way that Saul has built a monument to himself (verse 12).  When he 

arrives, he lets Saul have it with both barrels.  Saul at first tries to blame the people (verses 15, 21), but 

Samuel is having none of it. Saul's final admission of sin is half-hearted, and as Samuel turns from him, 

Saul desperately grabs his robe and tears it.  At this point, Samuel lets him know that his kingdom is 

being torn from him.  But Saul seems to care more about what the people think, than what God thinks 

of him (verse 30). 

1 Sam 16 – The Lord sends Samuel to the house of Jesse (son of Ruth and Boaz) to anoint one of his sons 

as the new king.  After going through all of Jesse's sons, he finds that the least likely, David (the 

youngest, who is tending the sheep) is actually the one.  Once again, we find it to be the case that God 

often uses the one we least expect for His work.   Samuel anointed him in verse 13 and "the Spirit of the 

Lord rushed upon David from that day forward."  Then, verse 14 tells us that "the Spirit of the Lord 

departed from Saul," making a significant statement of the rejection and shift of favor. By God's 

providence, his servants suggest music to soothe him, and they just happen to know of a skillful 

musician with a lyre - David, who becomes favored in Saul's court for this, as well as becoming Saul's 

armor-bearer. 

1 Sam 17 – One of the most famous chapters in the Bible begins with the Philistines camped at Socoh 

and Saul and his army gathered at the Valley of Elah.  Defeating them here was crucial, as control of this 

valley would give the Philistines an entrance into the hill country of Judah.  Goliath of Gath was their 

champion. A champion is a man comes forward to fight between the two enemy's battle lines. Here 

Goliath challenges on behalf of the Philistines any champion that Israel will dare to confront him.  The 

survivor's army would share the victory with him.  The actual size of this "giant" of a man is much 

debated, depending on the standard of the cubit one chooses to use (and the poor fellow that .  But it is 

sufficient to say that a warrior, whether approaching either 8 feet or 9 feet tall, would be most 

intimidating - then and now. 
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The Israel army is taunted daily by him (verse 16) as the actual battle continued (verses 19-21).  David 

arrives, and though his brother Eliab chastises him for leaving the sheep (verse 28), he continues 

inquiring about the champion.  Where Saul shows fear and a lack of confidence (verses 11, 33), David 

shows defiance and certainty that he will prevail because of God.  Even when relating his own killing of 

lions and bears (verses 34, 36), David points out that it was God who delivered him, just as he would do 

with "this uncircumcised Philistine" because "he has defied the armies of the living God."  Saul consents 

to let David go and outfits him with his armor, but it was not accustomed to it (verse 39) and sheds it.  

Armed with his staff, a sling and stones he chose from the brook, he defiantly confronts Goliath, who is 

insulted by being challenged by such an unimposing enemy and , over-confident, curses David.  David 

tells him he will defeat him because the Lord will deliver him - and that he will cut off his head.  David 

does strike him to the ground with a stone embedded in his forehead.  The Lord was indeed with him. 

1 Sam 19 – As we move to chapter 19, David's skill as a warrior is proven, his reputation has grown and 

Saul has become more jealous and paranoid than ever.  His plan for David to be killed by Philistines 

backfired, and David's prowess and reputation increased.  As part of that failed plan, Saul had promised 

his daughter Michal.  Now the one he feared most was his son-in-law!  Saul knew not only that his 

daughter loved David, but he also knew that the Lord was with David (1 Samuel 18:28).  So by plotting 

against David, he was fighting against God, and he knew it.  What madness!  Saul tried to pin David to 

the wall with his spear when he was playing the lyre in his house, but David escaped.  When he sent 

them to his home, his daughter had already warned David, and he escapes through the window.  He 

went to Samuel, and they went to Naioth in Ramah. In verses 20-24 Saul's messengers, and even Saul 

himself are overcome with the Spirit of the lord and Saul is stripped of his kingly robes - just as he would 

be stripped of his throne. 

1 Sam 28 – As we forge ahead in chapter 28, Saul has gone from bad to worse.  Samuel has died. His 

madness and jealousy of David (in spite of knowing God was on David's side) drove him to kill all the 

priests and women and children at Nob (1 Samuel 22:16-21), and Abiathar has fled to be with David.  

Now the Philistines threaten to split the kingdom in two, and he has cut himself off from God.  So he 

decides to consult a medium - expressly forbidden in Leviticus 19:31 and elsewhere. At Endor, he tells 

the medium to he wants to talk to Samuel.  We are not told that it is actually Samuel who does appear, 

but he speaks of the Lord and of Saul as Samuel would.  The surprise and shriek from the woman could 

indicate that God just allowed it. There is much we do not know about demons in the Bible and of this 

type of thing that the it strictly warns us from.  But whatever the case, the news is not good for Saul, as 

he is told that he and his sons would all die the next day.  
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