
The only thing that matters is that you are reading God's word regularly.  While that is still true with this schedule, the goal with 

this one is to get a better understanding of the entire story of the bible.  There is no substitute for reading God's word.  Keep 

reading!  My website is at http://graceofourlord.wordpress.com. I encourage you to get the actual reading plan I am currently 

following.  You can get it from the same place I do - at this link.  They have some great guidance for the reading plan there as 

well, and they have it all in both PDF and in Kindle format! 
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May Week 4 (Week 22) Summary 

2 Samuel 15, 16, 17, 18, and 19 - Click the chapter below to go to the ESV Bible 

passage for that chapter and read or listen. 
 

2 Samuel 15 – The trouble in David's house has already become bad, but it will get worse.  In chapter 13, 

his son Amnon raped his daughter Tamar.  There just is no other word for what happened.  It was a 

horrible and detestable act. 2 Samuel 13:21 states that David was very angry, yet he did nothing.   

David's other son Absalom quickly finds out, and he hated Amnon for it.  But he waits 2 full years to plot 

his revenge, and has Amnon killed.  Absalom fled to Geshur, and was there another 3 three years (2 

Samuel 13:38).  In chapter 14, Joab intercedes, and Absalom is allowed to return.  But he must stay in a 

separate house, and never be in David's presence (2 Samuel 14:24).  David cannot bring himself to 

forgive, but he never really punishes him.  This went on for two more years. Then a reconciliation 

occurs.  Or does it...?  In chapter 15, we find Absalom conspiring to take the throne.His strategy - how he 

"stole the hearts of the men of Israel" is brilliant in verses 1-7.  This went on for four more years, then he 

asked David to allow him to go to Hebron to worship the Lord to fulfill a vow.  David allowed it, and he 

went.  But he sent secret messengers throughout the tribes of Israel to ready for the rebellion to come.  

He took 200 men with him, but verse 11 says that they were innocent and did not know what was 

coming. Word comes to David, and he flees the city with his remaining force.  In verse 30, David and 

company reach and ascend the Mount of Olives weeping as they went.  Then he gets more bad news.  

Ahithophel, his trusted counselor (and a wise man) has joined Absalom in the conspiracy.  In verse 31, 

he prays to the Lord to make Ahiphothel's counsel foolishness. So he send Hushai to Jerusalem to work 

undercover and report to Abiathar and Zadok, so they can get word to him 

2 Samuel 16 – In verses 1-4, we find Ziba, the servant of Mephibosheth meeting up with David.  He has 

donkeys saddled and much food.  David asks what he is doing and where his master is, and he replies 

that Mephibosheth is delighted to believe that he is about to inherit his father's kingdom.  There is much 

discussion on whether Ziba is lying here; and it is rather suspicious for him to show up with all these 

much-needed supplies at this time.  But we just don't know.  Then, as David and his men come to 

Bahurim, Shimei a man from the house of the family of Saul began cursing David and throwing stones at 

him.  David is surrounded by his "mighty men," and they grow tired of it.  Abishai offers to go take care 

of this problem, and he would make short work of it gladly. But David tells everyone to leave Shimei 

alone.  Perhaps he deserves to be cursed for his sins.  Maybe good will come to him from God later for 

the wrong done to him.  So Shimei followed them further cursing, stoning, and flinging dirt.  By the time 

they reach the Jordan, David and his men are weary (verse 14). Hushai arrives in verse 16 and convinces 

Absalom that he has defected to his side.  Absalom asks Ahithophel for his counsel, and he tells him to 

take his father's concubines, and do it in the sight of all Israel so that he will be a "stench" to David after 

that.  So he takes them on the roof, fulfilling the prophecy from 2 Samuel 12:11-12.  Ahithophel knew 

that once he did that, there would be no turning back for Absalom.  In a kingdom, the one who 

possesses the royal harem is claiming the kingdom. 

 

http://www.esvbible.org/search/2+sam+15/
http://www.esvbible.org/search/2+sam+16/


2 Samuel 17 – Ahithophel continues his counsel, and he tells Absalom to let choose twelve thousand 

men and pursue David tonight while he is weary and discouraged.  He says he will throw them into a 

panic and all the people will flee.  All he needs to do is kill David and everyone else will "be at peace" 

and fall in line.  It was very sound advice and no doubt would be successful.  But Absalom calls for the 

advice of Hushai as well.  Hushai compares David and his mighty men to  an enraged bear "robbed of her 

cubs," and that even now  warriors are ready to strike (verses 8-8).  But mostly, he appeals to Absalom's 

ego -  it should be Absalom gathering all the people of Israel and leading the attack himself, and David 

would not have a chance. Absalom and all the elders of Israel decided this was the course to take.  Verse 

14 says that "the Lord had ordained to defeat the good counsel of Ahithophel, so that the Lord might 

bring harm upon Absalom."   Ahithophel knew once this decision was made, and his advice would not be 

followed, that time would now be on David's side; and though David's force was out-numbered (he was 

without much of the army see verse 1), Absalom's forces would be out-matched once these warriors 

had time to re-group and plan. Hushai got word to Abiathar and Zadok, and they sent Ahimaaz and 

Jonathan to warn David and have him cross over the Jordan and re-gather his forces.  Time was indeed 

now on David's side - and Ahithophel got his house in order and killed himself (verse 23). 

 

2 Samuel 18 – So David gathered his forces and re-supplied, and now these experienced warriors were 

ready to go on the offensive.  David divided the troops into three - command by Joab, Abishai, and Ittai 

the Gittite.  He sent them on their way with the admonition to "deal gently" with Absalom (verse 5).  

The battle took place in the forest of Ephraim and spread over the face of the country - and twenty 

thousand were killed (verse 7-8).  In a freak accident, Absalom got stuck in the limbs of an oak (verse 9), 

and a man saw and told Joab.  Despite David's instructions, Joab wasted no time in killing Absalom.  

Probably he feared that if left alive, Absalom would have the chance to rise up again.  Verse 17-18 

contrast the monument that Absalom in vanity had set up for himself with the anonymous pit covered 

with a pile of rocks that Joab and his men threw him into. David's immense grief in verses 31-33 serve as 

an exclamation point for us in the punishment predicted in 2 Samuel 12:10. The monument known as 

“Absalom’s Tomb” we see today in the Kidron Valley in Jerusalem is a structure that was built in a later 

period - possibly during the Roman rule. 

 

2 Samuel 19 - David's mourning over Absalom is causing the victorious to slink away, hide in 

their homes, and wonder about the leadership of their king.  Joab rebukes David for this sharply, 

telling him that he is mourning those that despise him and showing contempt for those who had 

fought so valiantly for him.  David was going to lose them all - and the kingdom (verses 3-7).  So 

David pills himself together and goes to the city gate to meet, greet, and show that he is in 

control now. David replaces Joab as commander with Amasa in a surprise move.  It could partly 

be for Joab's disregarding his instructions about Absalom, but verses 11-15 seem to indicate hit 

was a move intended to help re-unify the country.  In verses 25-30, Mephibosheth seems 

convincing when he tells David that Ziba had slandered him in 2 Samuel 16:3.  David seems 

unsure who to believe, so he tells him he will divide the land when between hem.  Mephibosheth 
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lends himself even more credence when he replies that Ziba can just take it all.  It is enough that 

David had returned.  But we are in even less position to judge this than David was. 

 

 


