
The only thing that matters is that you are reading God's word regularly.  While that is still true with this schedule, the goal with 

this one is to get a better understanding of the entire story of the bible.  There is no substitute for reading God's word.  Keep 

reading!  My website is at http://graceofourlord.wordpress.com. I encourage you to get the actual reading plan I am currently 

following.  You can get it from the same place I do - at this link.  They have some great guidance for the reading plan there as 

well, and they have it all in both PDF and in Kindle format! 

 

November Week 2 (Week 46) Summary 

2 Corinthians 8, 9, and Romans 1, 2, and 3 - Click the chapter below to go to the 

ESV Bible passage for that chapter and read or listen. 
 

2 Cor 8 - In chapter 7 of this letter, Paul expressed his joy at the news Titus brought him that the 

reception by the brethren at Corinth of his first letter.  Many of them had been moved to 

repentance (2 Corinthians 7:8-9).  Paul is sincerely proud of them, and now he reminds them of 

the collection for the poor in Jerusalem that was being gathered.  He had first spoken to them 

about it several months ago (verse 10), and they had been happy to commit to doing it.  Paul 

knows that this effort will be good for them as well. 
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Paul also points out the generosity of the brethren of Macedonia in this effort, of which 

McGarvey writes: "The only Macedonian churches known to us were those at Philippi, 

Thessalonica and Beroea. The district of Macedonia had suffered in the three civil wars, and had 

been reduced to such poverty that Tiberius Cæsar, hearkening to their petitions, had lightened 

their taxes. But in addition to this general poverty, the churches had been made poor by 

persecution (2 Thess 1:4)."   As the Corinthian brethren were, by and large, substantially better 

off, Paul encourages their generosity as well, quoting Exodus 16:18 in verse 15.  In verses 16-22, 

he stresses the point that trusted brethren will be carrying these gifts, so that there could be no 

hint of impropriety.  One of those - the  "brother who is famous among all the churches for his 

preaching" of verse 18 - is thought by some to be Luke, but we do not know. 

2 Corinthians 9 - Paul continues in this chapter about the collection for the saints at Jerusalem, 

acknowledging that the Corinthians had already expressed their desire to do it and made the 

pledge.  He wants to make sure they have it ready when the brethren arrive to take charge of it, 

so that it does not look like an after-thought.  If they have to scramble around and scurry after it, 

there is more chance that some will miss their opportunity to give - and this would reflect badly 

on the others.  Note Paul's use of the word "we" in verse 4.  He is speaking not just of himself, 

but identifying himself with them at Corinth - as well as the other Gentiles who had shown their 

generosity. 

The generous gifts to the poor at the Jerusalem church by these Christians (who had been pagans 

before) will increase the faith of those at Jerusalem and help them to see the sincerity and 

genuineness of the conversion of those at Corinth.  Verses 6-11 are sometimes used to promote 

the preaching of some that giving to others will bring the giver prosperity and health.  God surely 

blesses the cheerful giver (verse 7), but building material wealth for the generous giver is not 

God's intention; and if such is the motive, it is vain.  God will surely "increase the harvest of 

your righteousness" as one gives cheerfully (verse 10), and will enrich one spiritually as 

well.  Any increase in wealth one enjoys should be the motivation for more generosity, and more 

thanksgiving to God (verses 11-12). 

Romans 1 - Paul opens this letter affirming his apostleship, as was his custom with letters to 

churches that were not so familiar with him. He reinforces that in verses 4-6 by stating that, 

through Jesus, he and the other apostles "received grace and apostleship to bring about the 

obedience of faith for the sake of his name among all the nations, including you who are called 

to belong to Jesus Christ..."    The long introduction also affirms that Jesus is the Son of God, 

and that he was descended from David, fulfilling Old Testament prophecy (verse 4); and he 

declares the mission to the Gentiles (verse 13).  He also expresses, at some length, his eagerness 

to go to Rome for fellowship and sharing the gospel with them. 

Not much is known for certain about the church at Rome.  But by virtue of it being in Rome, its 

fame would have been considerable and, like the other churches, it was composed of both Jews 

and Gentiles.  The remainder of this chapter focuses on the need for righteousness on the part of 

the Gentiles, and Paul does not mince words in pointing out the history of unrighteousness on 

their part.  But as the letter continues, it will become apparent that McGarvey's assessment is 

largely correct.  He writes: 
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"The Judaizing tendencies which had recently appeared in Corinth and Galatia were sure 

eventually to appear in other churches, perhaps ultimately in all, and the attitude assumed by a 

church already so influential and destined to increase in power was sure to carry great weight in 

deciding the controversy. Therefore, to set the church of Rome right as to the design and nature 

of the gospel was a work of supreme importance..." 

Heading off such a crevasse in this church was of great concern, to be sure.  McGarvey further 

expounds most aptly: 

"The purpose of the letter is to set forth, as Baur rightly expresses it, 'both the relation of 

Judaism and heathenism to each other, and the relation of both to Christianity;'  primarily, for 

the instruction of the Christians in Rome, and, secondarily, for the benefit of all the churches by 

the establishment of peace between their Jewish and Gentile elements, and, ultimately, for the 

enlightening of the kingdom of God in all ages." 

Though verses 18-24 are here specifically directed at those Gentiles, they contain some of the 

most profound (and certainly definitive) statements applicable to all people everywhere 

concerning God's existence, and thus they provide the very basis of sound apologetics.  The 

"wrath of God" in verse 18 represents his holiness, judgment, and yet loving response to the 

unrighteousness of mankind.  When Paul says that all mankind knows God, he is not speaking of 

the concept of a god or of deity in general.  Man knows the one true and living God because the 

evidence abounds in everything He created, yet he suppresses the truth in unrighteousness.  His 

attributes, including His eternal power and divine nature have been clearly perceived since the 

creation of the world, so that everyone is without excuse. 

Man has always tended to be full of himself because of the material knowledge he acquires, only 

made possible by God; and "claiming to be wise, they became fools..."  Man's desire for sin and 

all that is an abomination to his Creator moves him to exchange the truth about God for a lie 

(verse 25) and worship the creature rather than the Creator even to this day.  People who deny 

Him do so by conscious choice in a futile attempt to justify their own unrighteousness.  The 

"shameful acts" Paul lists as driving this begins with unnatural relations of men and women with 

others of the same gender, and in verse 29 runs from liars to murderers and "all manner of evil" 

in between - as God makes no distinction between what man considers "small" or large sins.   

Any claim by someone who says they would believe if the evidence was there is 

hogwash.   Blindness to the more than substantial evidence is entirely willful. 

Romans 2 - In this chapter, Paul addresses the Jews of the church at Rome, as their self-

righteousness threatens the unity of the church - just as it did in Galatia and elsewhere.  But here 

again, the applications to all people are clear.  He again states that the Gentiles are without 

excuse, for just as the evidence for God abounds, he also says "the law is written on their 

hearts."  So even though they did not have prophets who wrote the law as the Jews knew it, the 

Gentiles knew enough "to do what the law requires" (verses 14-15). 

But the Jews, who had the law and were circumcised, were warned that they who pass judgment 

on others are not without sin themselves.  So they should not boast and be judgmental because if 
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they know the law and additionally are circumcised, but still live in sin they are just as guilty - 

for God shows no partiality.  They are not favored of God for their knowledge of the law or for 

their circumcision.  Though it is still admirable that they keep the law of circumcision, it is no 

longer required anyway, and it is of no value to them in their sin. 

Christians today would do well to remember this when it comes to others.  Being "raised in the 

church," knowing and even reading their Bible, and even having been baptized are all of no 

value if they live in sin anyway.  In that case, they will be just as lost as those who never obeyed 

the gospel. 

Romans 3 - After telling the brethren of the Roman church in chapter 2 that the Gentiles are now 

true Jews by way of the Spirit, Paul then addresses the question that would naturally come from 

the Jews.  Was there no advantage or value of being a Jew, or of being circumcised?  Paul says 

that indeed there was.  The Jews had been the keepers of the "oracles of God" (verse 2) - the 

Scriptures; and in that capacity at least, they had remained faithful.  God's word, as He would 

make certain, had been preserved; and just as importantly, God had remained faithful to His 

promises to them, despite the unfaithfulness they had shown to Him. 

In verses 10-18, Paul says that "it is written..." and follows that with quotations from several 

passages.  Verses 10-12 are from Psalm 14:1-3 and Ecclesiastes 7:20.  Verses 13-14 are from 

Psalm 5:9 and Psalm 10:7.  Verses 15-17 are from Isaiah 59:7-8, and verse 18 is from Psalm 

36:1.   He is making it clear that the Jews among them are no better off than the Gentiles (verse 

9) because all are "under sin."  The phrase "...no one does good, not even one..." in verse 12 can 

be understood by the first part of the verse "All have turned aside."  Nobody is without sin.  And 

verse 18 finishes with the reason for it all - "there is no fear of God before their eyes."  That 

brings to the mind of this blogger the words of the wisest man (Solomon) in Ecclesiastes 12:13-

14: 

"The end of the matter; all has been heard. Fear God and keep his commandments, for this is the 

whole duty of man. For God will bring every deed into judgment, with every secret thing, 

whether good or evil." 

Paul illustrates again the old with the new, and provides a good summary of God's plan for 

salvation - the Law and the Prophets bear witness to  "the righteousness of God through faith in 

Jesus Christ for all who believe" (verses 21-22) - "for all have sinned and fall short of the glory 

of God, and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus" 

(verse 23).  The word "propitiation" in verse 25 means that the sacrifice Jesus made was an 

offering to appease God's wrath and turn it to favor.  This was necessary for the forgiveness of 

sins, and it is what now gives favor to Jews and Gentiles alike, making no distinction between 

them. 
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