
The only thing that matters is that you are reading God's word regularly.  While that is still true with this schedule, the goal with 

this one is to get a better understanding of the entire story of the bible.  There is no substitute for reading God's word.  Keep 

reading!  My website is at http://graceofourlord.wordpress.com. I encourage you to get the actual reading plan I am currently 

following.  You can get it from the same place I do - at this link.  They have some great guidance for the reading plan there as 

well, and they have it all in both PDF and in Kindle format! 

 

November Week 3 (Week 47) Summary 

Romans 15, Acts 21, 22, 23, and 24 - Click the chapter below to go to the ESV 

Bible passage for that chapter and read or listen. 
 

Romans 15 - In the previous chapter, Paul had been addressing the division and dispute among 

the Jew and Gentile members of the church at Rome concerning 1) the problem related most 

probably to the Gentiles eating meat that had been sacrificed to idols, which would have been 

offensive to the Jews (an issue he had to speak to elsewhere as well) and 2) the "esteeming" of 

one day over another (probably the Gentiles' objection to the Jews who still observed the feast 

days from the old Law).  Having already spoken to this, he admonishes them further, as he did 

the brethren at Corinth in 1 Corinthians 10, that they must think about their brethren and their 

souls as well as their consciences and help each other bear their own weaknesses. 
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As for the Old Testament Law, he says in verse 4 that "...whatever was written in former days 

was written for our instruction, that through endurance and through the encouragement of the 

Scriptures we might have hope."  This was to say that we have much that is profitable to learn 

from the old Law.  But while all should be  sensitive to the consciences of others, this does not 

give those others license for imposing those matters on their brethren, but rather they should all 

live in harmony, and "welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you."   He finishes this 

section of the chapter in verses 8-13 by reminding them that "Christ became a servant"  for the 

sake of Jews and Gentiles alike, according to God's plan. 

Paul then speaks of his ministry to the Gentiles for the gospel of Jesus, and it becomes clear how 

passionate he was about that important mission.  He speaks of the collection for the poor of the 

church in Jerusalem - which he is preparing to deliver now; and he is proud of the Gentiles 

stepping up as they have done to help their Jewish brethren.  It is important to Paul, and it is 

important to the Gentiles themselves, as well as to their unity with Jewish brethren everywhere, 

as many will see it as symbolic of the entrance of the Gentiles into the kingdom (verse 17-

18).   Of that mission, Paul says in verse 19 that he had traveled preaching the gospel from 

Jerusalem to the Roman province of Illyricum (later called Dalmatia).   He said he had done all 

of that as it was written in Isaiah 52:15, which he quotes in verse 21: "Those who have never 

been told of him will see, and those who have never heard will understand.” 

Paul finishes this chapter in verses 22-33 by telling the brethren in Rome that he plans to finally 

come to visit them on his way to Spain after he goes to Jerusalem. 

Acts 21 - We left the book of Acts after chapter 20, as Paul was in Miletus, with his tearful 

goodbye to the Ephesian elders.  While in that area, Paul wrote the letters to the Corinthians and 

to the Romans.  Now, as he said in his letter to the latter, he is leaving for Jerusalem.  They 

sailed past Cos, Rhodes, Patera, Cyprus and landed at Tyre, where they remained for seven days, 

then on to Ptolemais and finally Caesarea  before setting off on foot to Jerusalem.  While in 

Caesarea, they stayed at the house of Philip, who Luke says was "one of the seven."  Most likely 

he means that he was one of the seven chosen to serve in Acts 6:1-6, and was the same Philip 

who converted the Ethiopian eunuch.   And after that event, he did end up in Caesarea (Acts 

8:40). 

Agabus (the prophet who predicted the famine in Acts 11:2-28) came from Judea to tell how the 

Jews at Jerusalem will bind and deliver Paul into the hands of the Gentiles (verses 10-14).  Luke 

and the others present tried to persuade Paul not to go, but he told them that he was not only 

ready for prison, but even to die for the Lord Jesus.  Notice though, that the words from the 

prophet were not quoted in these verses as a warning to prevent him from going - but as a 

statement of fact (verse 11); and Luke and the others finally said "Let the will of the Lord be 

done." 

After arriving in Jerusalem, Paul went to see James and told him and the elders about his travels 

and the many Gentile conversions, for which they glorified God.  They then asked Paul to 

demonstrate that he was not preaching that Jews had to become like Gentiles and give up all of 

their customs in order to be a Christian, as many were falsely reporting.  So Paul participated 

with four men under a vow in a purification ritual.  This event is the subject of much confusion 
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and controversy.  But it does not have to be.  Paul never preached that Jews had to give up their 

entire way of life or never participate in any ritual or feast (remember Romans 14 and 15), nor 

that they should not circumcise their young.  Remember that he circumcised Timothy to avoid 

offending he Jews they were going to visit in Acts 16:3. 

But still Paul was arrested, having been dragged from the temple first and beaten by a mob that 

had gone wild with accusations and fervor.   Until Paul spoke Greek to him, the tribune that 

arrested him was under the impression that he was an Egyptian revolutionary (verse 38).  The 

event he mentions in that verse was written about by the historian, Josephus.  At Paul's urging, 

the tribune allows him to speak to the mob; and he does so in Hebrew, as the chapter closes. 

Acts 22 - Paul, having been arrested and beaten, had at the close of chapter 22 convinced the 

Roman tribune to allow him to speak to the mob.  When he spoke in Hebrew, it settled them 

down and they listened.  He then gave them a history of himself as a Jew, "educated at the feet of 

Gamaliel" (a Pharisee and renowned teacher, who was also a member of the Sanhedrin council - 

see Acts 5:34).  He also recounted his own persecution of Christians and the "Way " (see 

previous post here for more information on "the Way"); and then told of his encounter with the 

Lord in Acts 9:3-8, in which he was blinded.   The re-telling of that event here in verses 6-11 is 

not contradictory at all, despite what some say.  Those who were with Paul on that road could 

hear what was said, but were not made to understand. 

Paul then turns to Ananias restoring his sight and his subsequent baptism in verses 12-16.  But 

when he told them of his encounter with the Lord, and how He had told Paul that He was sending 

him to the Gentiles (verses 17-21), the crowd became wild with anger again.  The tribune 

ordered him to be flogged in order to find out why they were shouting out against him.  But as he 

was stretched out, Paul told the tribune that he was a Roman citizen by birth (verses 25-28); and 

the Roman tribune became fearful (Roman law forbade flogging a Roman citizen without a 

hearing or a formal condemnation).  So in verse 30, the chapter ends with the tribune having Paul 

brought before the Sanhedrin, since scourging was not an option. 

Acts 23 - Paul had just begun to speak to the Sanhedrin council, when the high priest unlawfully 

ordered him to be struck (it was unlawful to strike a man who had not yet been 

condemned).  Paul correctly predicts Ananias' demise in verse 3, as he will be killed by his own 

people at the start of the Jewish war.  There are a lot of theories (total speculation, of course) 

about verses 4-5 and Paul's disrespect for Ananias, but whatever the case, we should take Paul at 

his word that he did not know who he was addressing.  It is noteworthy, however, how quick 

they were to point out that fact, yet ignore the willful violation made against Paul.  At that point, 

he would have no question (if there was doubt before) about whether he would receive a fair 

hearing from them. 

Paul then uses the fact that the Sanhedrin council was made up of both Pharisees and Sadducees 

to his advantage.  The Sadducees did not believe in resurrection, but the Pharisees did - and the 

division between them because of it was great.  Paul's statement in verse 6 makes that division so 

sharp that it became violent.  The Roman tribune then feared that Paul would be torn to pieces, 

and had the soldiers remove him and take him to the barracks.  Paul's statement that set it in 

motion was “brothers, I am a Pharisee, a son of Pharisees. It is with respect to the hope and the 
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resurrection of the dead that I am on trial;” and every word of it was true.  Paul had been raised a 

Pharisee (Philippians 3:5-9), and it was indeed because of the resurrection of Jesus Christ, and 

the hope, that he was on trial.  The following night, the Lord stood by him for encouragement 

and told him that he must go to Rome to testify the facts about Him (verse 11). 

The Jews then sensed that Paul's fate was slipping away, so more than forty of them conspired to 

kill him, taking an oath not to eat or drink until they had done so.  Such an oath was a serious 

matter - not made flippantly (and reminds us of Jezebel in 1 Kings 19:2).  Verse 14  leaves no 

doubt of the extent of corruption there, as we learn that the chief priests and elders were involved 

in this despicable plot.  But Paul's sister learned of the plot and sent her son to warn him.  Paul 

then sends his nephew to tell the tribune (whose name we learn in verse 26 is  Claudius 

Lysias).  Lysias then composed a letter to Felix the governor (verse 26-30), putting himself, of 

course, in a favorable light.  At his orders, Paul gets an escort of two hundred soldiers to deliver 

him and the letter to Antipatris by the dark of night.  Upon reading the letter and questioning 

Paul as to his birthplace, he ordered Paul held in Herod's praetorium (one of Herod's palaces that 

the governor used for his quarters), as he awaits his accusers for a hearing. 

Acts 24 - Having been escorted to Caesarea on the order of Lysias, the Roman tribune, Paul 

finally appears before Felix after Ananias and the rest of his accusers arrive.  Not much is known 

about the "spokesman," Tertullus.  Some suppose that he may have been a both a Gentile (ironic) 

and a lawyer.  When he addresses Felix, he begins by flattering him with praise about his 

reforms and the "peace" they enjoy.  This was utter nonsense!  Antonius Felix is remembered 

today for his cruelty, bribe-taking, and general corruption; and the crime rate soared under his 

reign in Judea.   When he went back to Rome after his tenure, he was accused of using a dispute 

between Jews and Syrians to murder and pillage numbers of the  people of Caesarea. He escaped 

prosecution thanks to his brother, Marcus Antonius Pallas, who had been the secretary of 

treasury to Emperor Claudius. 

When Felix gave him his turn, Paul laid out his defense in verses 10-21, methodically disputing 

the accusations with the obvious truth - which his accusers were unable to counter.  In verse 14, 

he "confesses" that he is a part of "the Way" (which Tertullus called "the sect of the 

Nazarenes,"), through which he worships "the God of our fathers, believing everything laid down 

by the Law and written in the Prophets, having a hope in God, which these men themselves 

accept, that there will be a resurrection of both the just and the unjust."   Thus, Paul not only 

makes the case that he is a "good Jew," but that Christianity is God's divine will. 

Felix seemed to be aware of Paul's innocence, but was more interested in the possibility of 

getting some money from him over a period of time (verse 26), as well as garnering support from 

the Jews.  After two years had passed, he left Paul in prison as a favor to them when he was 

replaced by Porcius Festus. 
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